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Body," upon obtaining his degree might be expected
to see a relationship between the subtle influence
exerted by the loadstone or magnet and that oL the
human hand, and the adoption by him of animal
magnetism, as an adequate theory to cover alL the
phenomena created or experienced by him, seems to
have been a natural and easy conclusion.
Mesmer, having learned the art of curing disease
from Father Hehl, applied himself to the cure of
disease with "extraordinary success." He left Vienna,,
and travelling throughout Germany and Switzerland
he continued to "work .wonders" his cures approxi-
mating to the miraculous. Kings and Courtiers, as
well as the people, vied with each other for an oppor-
tunity to attend His levees and partake in his seances*.
In 1778 he started for Paris; here his success in curing-
disease was so remarkable that the elite of society
struggled for the privilege of waiting upon him and
of learning his art. A society was actually formed
for the purpose of acquiring his secret and using it
for the cure of disease. Somnambulism and clair-
voyance had not yet Jbeen developed by his process.
MESMER'S THEORY OF ANIMAL
MAGNETISM.
"There is a reciprocal action and re-action
between the planets, the earth, and animated nature.
"The means of operating this action and reaction,
is a most fine, subtle fluid, which penetrates every
thing, and is capable of receiving and communicating
all kinds of motions and impressions.
'This is brought about by mechanical, but, as
yet, unknown laws.
"The reciprocal effects are analogous to the ebb
and flow.
"The properties of matter, and of organization,
depend upon reciprocal action.
"This fluid exercises an immediate action on the
nerves, with which it embodies itself, and produces
in the human body phenomena similar to those pro-